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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to After Final Amendment filed 01/20/2010. 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1, 3-13, 15-17, 19-21 and 23-43 renumbered 1-39 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
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9. □ Other . 



/William C. Vaughn, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2444 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20100208 



Application/Control Number: 10/518,576 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2444 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to After Final Amendments filed on 01/20/201 0. 
Claims 1, 13, 17 and 21 are independent and have been amended. 

Claims 1, 3-13, 15-17, 19-21 and 23-43 are presented for examination and are 
pending. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Examiner has carefully considered After Final Amendment dated 01/20/2010, 
updated search and reviewed all pending claims. 

The current application is directed towards a content related information 
provision apparatus and a content related information provision method, a bulletin board 
system, as well as a computer program that support sharing of reference information 
such as remarks concerning respective scenes in program contents on the air or 
recorded program contents among users. The claimed invention is implemented on 
"system" referred to in this context means a logical set of plural apparatuses (or 
functional modules realizing specific functions), and it does not matter whether 
respective apparatuses or functional modules are in a single housing. Computer 
program that can realize a mechanism in which, while reading a remark in a bulletin 
board system, a user searches a program or a scene referred to by the remark out of 
contents stored in a PC or a video recording machine for home use and views the 
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program or the scene or views a program or a scene related to specific WWW contents 
in the same manner (page 03, paragraph [0030-0033], page 01, paragraph [0012]). 

Independent Claims 1, 13, 17 and 21 in particular is directed to a bulletin board 
system that supports information exchange for contents including reference data 
arranged in time series. The system includes, a related information receiver configured 
to receive related information from one or more user devices, the related information 
including an identification of the contents, user remarks to the contents, and a reference 
time position of the user remarks relating to the contents, a reference information 
receiver configured to receive reference information from the one or more user devices, 
the reference information including a keyword specifying contents to be referred to by 
the user remarks to the contents, and specifying a time reference position in the 
contents. In addition, the system includes a unit for specifying an installation region of a 
terminal apparatus of the one or more user devices to be a provision destination of 
information, the installation region indicating a geographic region where the terminal 
apparatus of the one or more user devices is installed; and a unit that changes contents 
of reference information according to the specified installation region. 

One of the prior art of records, Logan discloses, system for utilizing metadata 
created either at a central location for shared use by connected users, or at each 
individual user's location, to enhance user's enjoyment of available broadcast 
programming content. A variety of mechanisms are employed for automatically and 
manually identifying and designating programming segments, associating descriptive 
metadata which the identified segments, distributing the metadata for use at client 
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locations, and using the supplied metadata to selectively record and playback desired 
programming. Metadata created by users may be shared directly between users. When 
shareable metadata exists at a user location, it may be "registered" by supplying its 
resource address (such as an Internet URL) to the remote location which then relays 
the URL to other users who directly access the descriptive metadata from the other 
user's metadata storage 133 in a peer-to-peer transfer. In this form, the remote facility 
shown in FIG. 1 operates as a registry or directory that permits users to share 
descriptive metadata about broadcast programming with one another on a community 
basis. 

Logan however does not disclose bulletin board system which includes a unit for 
specifying an installation region of a terminal apparatus of the one or more user 
devices, where the installation region indicates a geographic region where the terminal 
apparatus is installed. Logan is silent regarding unit that changes contents of reference 
information according to the specified installation region. 

Upon an updated search of the prior art, no significant sources were located that 
teach or suggest, "a related information receiver configured to receive related 
information from one or more user devices, the related information including an 
identification of the contents, user remarks to the contents, and a reference time 
position of the user remarks relating to the contents, a reference information receiver 
configured to receive reference information from the one or more user devices, the 
reference information including a keyword specifying contents to be referred to by the 
user remarks to the contents, and specifying a time reference position in the contents. 
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The system includes a unit for specifying an installation region of a terminal apparatus 
of the one or more user devices, where the installation region indicates a geographic 
region where the terminal apparatus is installed." 

Thus the prior art of record neither render nor anticipate the claimed invention. 

Therefore, all pending claims 1, 3-13, 15-17, 19-21 and 23-43 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Muktesh G. Gupta whose telephone number is 571-270- 
5011. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m., 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William C. Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MG 

/William C. Vaughn, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2444 



